28 ATTEND WNT.E.

Winter National Training Camp (WNTC) was held
February 6 - 9th, 1997 at the Christian Fellowship and Renewal
Center in North Limington, Maine. Twenty five trainees, including
four trainees from North Carolina and one from Kentucky, attended
this event. Besides the campers, there were five staff members to
oversee this camp. John Benda was the Camp Commander and
Commander Larson was the Senior Guide. Both of these brothers
are from the Southern New England District. The instructors were
Lenny Petterson and Steve Melcher from the N.N.E.D. along with
Dana Lemieux from the national office. Many of the commanders
may recall that Dana also hails from New Hampshire having been a
member of Outpost 5. The campers were especially fortunate to
have Dana at the campout since he has spent considerable time in
the White Mountains during the winter. Dana’s experience includes
_a winter working at the AMC hut in Tuckerman ravine, giving him

xcellent experience in winter camping and hiking.

“Upon returning from camping
Sunday morning, we were informed
that it had droppped to minus ten
during the night.”

The trainees were broken into four patrols with the guide
and assistant guide positions rotated on a daily basis. Each patrol

had the experience of being either the service or program patrol for
the day. As we do in our outposts, each patrol prepared a song and
yell and performed it during assemblies. The next time you see the
District Commander, ask him to show you his owl eyes and to
perform the owl! rap. He may have a future as a Christian rap artist!

The trainees were instructed in various winter activities
such as: hiking, cooking, camping, snowmobiling, cross country
skiing, sledding, winter games, snow shoeing and building winter
shelters. All the trainees had the experience of driving a snowmobile,
snow shoeing, cross country skiing, sledding and building snow
shelters. A considerable amount of time was spent on winter clothing
and how to keep warm in the cold weather. Winter first aid and
hypothermia prevention and treatment were extensively covered.
Most of the instruction was carried out outdoors to help the trainees
experience winter.

The last evening at the camp, we loaded up our back packs
and headed out into the woods for an overnight campout. All the
patrols were required to construct a winter shelter such as a snow
trench, snow cave or quinzee. Most of the trainees slept in these
shelters instead of tents. It was a cold clear night with a beautiful
starlit sky. You could hear the trees popping during the night from
the cold. Upon returning from camping Sunday morning, we were
informed that it had dropped to minus ten during the night. All
trainees, including the Southerners survived.

Continued on page 7 - WNTC

Here are just a few
of the items inside!

Wooly Bear has some great
stuff planned...See page 2

Who is that man who is
always smiling? See page 4

So you think you’re ready?
Check out the story on page 5

Mush was the cry heard on
this snowy day...See page 7
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Mark A. Blanchette - District Commander

I would first like to take the opportunity to thank all of you that called me indicat-
ing your support and congratulations on my recent appointment as District Commander. It
shows the unity of the Northern New England District Royal Rangers but most importantly
it shows the unity of Christ’s family. I look forward in working with each and everyone of
you as we Reach, Teach and Keep Boys for Christ.

I sent out a letter at the beginning of the year and mentioned that I would be stating
what the initial goals and objectives would be for our district. Over the next several months
you will begin to see additional sectional and district staff members. These men will be
placed on staff to be of service to you. There are still needs within the district and if you are
interested in serving in this capacity please let me know. There will be a greater emphasis
on training current leaders and new leaders. The Royal Ranger ministry has changed over
the past few years and will continue to change. It will be important that you stay current
with these changes. Presently, we have 24 chartered outposts. I would like to see 50 char-
tered outposts by this time next year and 100 by the year 2000. Encourage the unchartered
outposts in your area to join in the district and get their boys plugged in. There are some
exciting events coming up that the leaders and boys will both enjoy. More importantly,
these events can be life changing around the altars. These changes and additions will be
necessary as we begin to move forward in the district and meet the challenges before us. I
ask that each outpost and its commanders “close ranks behind” and hold the District and
District Royal Rangers up in prayer. It is with God’s help and His blessing that we will be
successful in furthering His kingdom. The scriptures tell us that “Unless the Lord build the
house, they labor in vain that build it.” We want God’s blessing and His hand to be on our
house.

I look forward to talking and fellowshipping with each of you over the course of
this year. If there is anything that the District Royal Rangers can do to help make your jobs
easier, please call upon us. Until then, peace be your journey.

His bondservant,

Mark A. Blanchette

The Pony Express is a quarterly publication of the Northern New England
District Royal Rangers, Mark Blanchette - District Commander. The Pony Express is
an excellent way to promote what is happening in-your outpost, section and- district.
We welcome you to-submit articles, photos, etc. ‘Please send your articles to the address
found on-the back page. = Articles may also be send to us via the internet at
READYPGE@sover.net

While a subscription to this newslgtter is sent free to the senior commander of
each chartered outpost, any offerings to help defray the cost of this publication would
be appreciated. If you, or anyone in your outpost would like their own copy, subscriptions
are available for $5.00 per year. Subscription requests may be sent to us'at the address
found on the back page. Checks should be made payable to N.N.E.D. Royal Rangers.

Greetings to all of my brothers &
sisters in Christ! Well spring is here and it’s
time for this “Ole Wooly Bear” to climb out
of his den and hit the woods. Anyone with
me?

The King’s Pine brothers held their
annual meeting and sure did make some
plans for this year of 97. The very first thing
we did was elect some new officers. Our new
Scribe is Bob “Hooper” Davison, (welcome
home Hooper) New District Scout is An-
thony “Tenderheart” Weed, Assistant Dis-
trict Scout is Nate “Empty Lodge” Gagne,
and the new Historian is Jim “Firebird”
Auchmoody. I hereby charge them all to do
the duties of their office. Welcome to the
staff of the King’s Pine chapter of the Fron—
tiersmen Camping Fellowship.

The first plan we made was for a
work day in the village on May 10,1997.
Please come and help if you would like to.
“Many hands make light work.” Next was
the King’s Pine Family Rendezvous which
will be held on May 23-26, 1997 for those
who want to stay the whole Memorial Day
weekend. May 23, 24 are the official days,
with the feast and events on Saturday (May
24). The meat will be provided by the chap-
ter. Bring a side dish for Saturday noon meal.
If you signed up for one already, that’s the
one to bring, 1f not just bring what you want.
Once again | want to remind you, that you
are the most important thing you can bring.
If you have an outfit great, if not so what.
We plan on putting on the service Sunday
night at the Christian Worship Center in out-
fits (whatever). The service has been turned
over to the King’s Pine chapter and their
families. If you have a music maker bring it,
if you have a joy in your heart for the Lord
come show it. Right here is a good place to
put the word out so here goes. Would you
like the King’s Pine Family Rendezvor—
{brothers & sisters) to visit your churci.

Continued on page 3 - FCF
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Rev. Gregg Randall
Men's Ministrics
Director

We read in Luke 10:4, Jesus’
instructions after having appointed the
seventy-two to go out to every town. The
mstructions were very simple and very
clear, “Do not take a purse or a bag or
sandals...” Earlier, Jesus gave nearly the
same charge to the 12 in chapter 9, verse 3.
There he said, “Take nothing for the
journey - no staff, ne bag, no bread, no
money, no extra tunic.”

Jesus’ message to his would be
disciples had to do with traveling light. Tt
was about being focused. Jesus® call is for
us. his disciples, 10 keep our lives simple
and uncomplicated.

[ recently had to do some traveling
that took me far from home for a period of
two wecks. I thought I had properly packed

"ot the journey. Since the climate of my
destination was somewhat warmer than
Northern New England, 1 decided that
heavy winter clothing was not necessary.
The unexpected occurred. It was
unseasonably cold the whole time I was
there. | had packed the wrong things in my
bag. Because I was unprepared, [ was very
uncomfortable the whole time I was there. [t
caused me at times to lose focus of my
purpose and reason for being at the
meetings.

My question for you is this. What
have you been packing for your spiritual
journey? In other words, what attitudes,
thoughts, actions have vyou becen
accumulating in your heart? What kind of
baggage are you carrying around that
weighs you down and is displeasing to our
Lord? The excess baggage of our lives
causes us 1o ive in discomfort. 1t causes us
to lose focus on our purpose and reason for
being.

The 23" Psalm begins, “The Lord
is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want. He

_~Inakes me to lie down in green pastures, he

ads me beside quiet waters. He restores
my soul.”” Read the last four words again.

From time to time the shepherd
must restore his sheep. Sometimes the
shepherd finds his sheep lying upside down
with its four feet sticking up in the air. The
sheep is unable to get back up on its own
efforts. The attentive shepherd must set the
sheep back on its feet and massage life back
into the sheep’s limbs. The shepherd
restores the “cast down” sheep.

What caused the sheep to become
“cast down” in the first place? Most often, it
is caused by excess wool! The sheep’s wool
becomes very long, heavily matted with
mud, burrs, and other debris. The sheep
becomes so heavily weighted down that it is
rendered helpless and useless.

Sheep do not enjoy the shearing
process. But when it is done, there is great
relief. There 1s no longer the threat of being
turned upside down. The sheep is set free to
follow the shepherd.

Jesus’ call inour journey isacall to
keep our lives simple. It’s a call to regain a
singleness of eye and heart. What do you
need to unpack from your hife? Is it the
baggage of grudges, bitterness,
unforgiveness, or anger? Could it be lust,
loose lips, or crude bchavior? Revival,
restoration, healing has to do with the
shedding off of all those things that weigh
us down and the accepting of Jesus’

invitation to send us out as His disciples.

District
ROY

Pioneers
Ist Seth Masterson - Outpost 40
2nd Bryan Schmidt - Outpost 34
3rd Andrew Kohl - Outpost 29

Trailblazers
1st Mike Hoffman - Outpost 34
2nd Alex Duckless - Outpost 32
3rd Steven Hoffiman - Outpost 34

AST
Ist Anthony Weed - Outpost 33
2nd Jeremy Nagle - Outpost 36

FCL

Maybe do the service, music, worship, etc.
The FCF would like the chance to be of use
to you, to promote Royal Rangers and show
this side of Royal Rangers. There are require-
ments we need, a field (place) to set up the
village for a weekend. Please not a church
lawn as we need to dig fire pits to cook on. If
you can contact me or any FCF brother,
please do so.

We also made plans for the Phase 1
testing which will be held on June 20, 21,
1997 at the village in Pittsfield, NH. Please
get your applications into me ASAP, so I can
send vou the paperwork and information you
need.

The Frontier Adventure will be held
on Aug. 22-23, 1997 also at the village in
Piusficld. NH. The King’s Pin¢ Trace will
be held on Sept. 19-20. 1997 at the village.
This year’s Trace will be better than ever with
crafts. new events. fellowship and the best
of all worship of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Re-
member if you have any ideas for the Trace,
let me know or the Trace Committee at
C.W.C.P.O. Box 503 Barrington, NH 03825
(Strong Bow._ Tall Timber, Empty Lodge,
Firestick, Wooly Bear are the Trace com-
mittec).

The King’s Pine chapter plans to go
to the Territorial Rendezvous in New Jersey.
Are you planing to go? If so please let me
know. The cost of all of these events will be
given to the brothers later. (We didn’t dis-
cuss the cost.)

[ do have a special request for you
all. Pray for myself and the King’s Pine staff
as we begin our events this year. We are un-
der attack and need your prayers.

Looking forward to seeing you &
yours real soon. May our Lord keep you in
His hand as you work for Him. Let people
see Jesus when they see you.

Love in Christ,

/z}:/m*@g ean

Wooly Bear


















