AWARDED!

Celebration and support rang from the sanctuary and fel-
lowship hall at the Medway Church of God (Medway, Maine) on
November 24 as our 12th Gold Medal of Achievement was awarded
to Charles Till lII. This hard working young man, the son of Pastor
Charles Till II, was also recognized as earning the Gold Buffalo.
He was an obvious source of wholesome pride as his church family
filled the pews on that Sunday momning to honor him. Pastor Till
remarked “When one member of the body hurts, the whole body
hurts. When one member is honored, the whole body is honored.”
And honor was certainly due for the diligent effort and subsequent
achievement of this shining star of the Ranger program.

Present for the occasion were Steve Melcher, (Deputy
District Commander of Maine), Don Filena (Deputy District Com-
mander of N.H.), Sid “Wooly Bear” Bean (FCF President), Mark
A. Blanchette (Dist. Pub. Relations Coordinator) and GMA coor-
dinator, Phil Adams. There were also boys representing outposts
#25 and #3, as well as a State Representative.

The church body worked together to provide a delicious
meal for all to share following the main address. As the day came
to a close, despite the chill outdoors, hearts were warm with the
memory of arich day that had been set aside to say to one of our
precious youth, “WE ARE PROUD OF YOU !I”

When asked how he felt after his accomplishement, Charles
response was, “Awesome! I knew that earning the G.M.A. was a
major event, but I didn’t expect all that has been done for me.”
Charles was simply overwelmed by his receiving letters from ev-
eryone from the Pastor to the President of the United States! And if
you were wondering what earning this award has meant to him,
Charles says, “I think the biggest thing it means is that I'm sup-
posed to be an example. I feel very happy about all the hard work

I put into earning this award and now I think I can help others more .

effectively within Royal Rangers.”

Charles found the hardest award to earn was the Bible
award due to the large amount of reading, studying and memoriz-
ing it required. However, it was worth it since he recognized that
he had grown closer to the Lord through this as well as all of the
other aspects of rangers. His next challenge is to join F.C.F. (Watch
out Wooly Bear! You’ve got a good one coming!)

The district staff is excited by what this young man has
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accomplished. His hard work will be an example to all of the other
boys in the district who would hope to earn their GMA. Several
years ago, in an effort to help encourage boys to earn their GMA.
the district started the GMA association. This association helps raise
the money to pur-
chase jackets for
each GMA re-
cipient as well as
to promote the
GMA through
various means. If
you would like to
help promote the

Here are just a few
of the items inside!

FCF Year in review
Wooly Bear tells us on page 2

Achievement in
this district, why
not contact Steve
Melcher to find
out more about
the GMA associa-
tion.

God’s call to Chile
Check it out on page 4

Bringing light to the Andes
See page 5

Why am I doing this?

Find out on page 7
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- Cathrine Blanchette




Gary Cloutier

A Letter to all Pastors and Outpost Commanders

There has been some confusion within the ranks of Royal Rangers in regards to
leadership since the resignation of Gary Cloutier. In an effort to clarify the situation, I
thought it best to address each of you directly.

There is an appointment process that must be followed on the district level.
Brother DiTrolio, myself, and the district presbytery must first evaluate potential
replacements and then seek pastorial recommendation before asking a candidate if he
will consider appointment. The candidate is then asked to come before the presbytery
for an interview. itis at that time the presbytery makes it decision regarding appointment.
Hopefully, this processes will be completed by the end of January with an announcement
of your new District Commander.

In the mean time, district Royal Ranger events will go forward as planned.
Your Deputy District Commanders, Steve Melcher (Maine) and Don Filena (NH/VT),
and Sectional Commanders Gary Ladeau (Southwest), Scott Carlson (Central) George
Tusi (White Mountain), and Jay Hoffman (Northwest) are all available to assist you.
Questions regarding chartering can be directed to Mark Blanchette, Public Relations
Coordinator. Questions regarding training can be directed to Gary Besaw, District Training
Coordinator. Questions regarding F.C.F. can be directed to Sid Bean, F.C.F. President.

Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding any questions you may have
about Royal Rangers. [ appreciate your sacrifice and hard work. Royal Rangers is a
powerful ministry that is making a difference in many young lives. May the grace of our
Lord be with you all.

Gregg Randall
Director of Church Ministries

The Pony Express is a quarterly publication of the Northern New England
District Royal Rangers, Gary Cloutier - District Commander. The Pony Expressis an
excellent way to promote what is happening in your outpost, section and district. We
welcome you to submit articles, photos, etc. Please send your articles to the address
found on the back page. Articles may also be send to us via the internet at
READYPGE@sover.net

While a subscription to this newsletter is sent free to the senior commander of
each chartered outpost, any offerings to help defray the cost of this pubication would
be appreciated. Ifyou, or anyone in your outpost would like their own copy, subscriptions
are available for $5.00 per year. Subscription requests may be sent to us at the address
found on the back page. Checks should be made payable to N.N.E.D. Royal Rangers.

Choice Christian greetings to you all.

Wow!! 1996 is gone and nothing
but memories (fond and no so fond). As I
look back over the year [ see some mistakes
but I also see how our Lord has moved in
my life, not only through F.C.F but in manv
other ways. We just had the Thanksgiving
feast and it was great. I thank the brothers &
sisters who were there, because without vou.
we wouldn’t of had the fellowship. The
weather did affect the turkeys cooked in th=
trash can & smoker but we sure didn't 2
hungry. I wish to thank the Elliots for :-=
use of their home once again for this ever:
Next year we are moving the date to Oct. Sam
we can camp and cook on top of the hi
Sort of a camping end of the camping vear
harvest party. We are looking at the Colum-
bus Day weekend. Let me know if you think
that is a good date.

All in all the King’s Pine chapter
have had a good year. The Family Rendez-
vous, village at pow-wow, Thanksgiving
feast have all grown, and because of this we
have new members in our family. The Trace
saw new brothers for the first time but not
the last, I'm sure. | have appointed commit-
tees for a couple of things. The Trace com-
mittee is Tall Timber, Strong Bow.
Firestick, and Wooly Bear (me) and they
can be reached at Christian Worship Cen-
ter, Barrington NH for any ideas you may
have. The Trappers Brigade committee is
Eagle Claw, Lighting Bolt, Nightwind, so
send them your points for Trappers Brigade
and they will take it from there.

There has been some hard times
this year also, Little Bear was laid up with
heart trouble, Pat (my wife) is going throu gl
the same thing, Grizzly’s wife Norma wa

Continued on page 3 - FCF






















