TEVE CORUM AWARDED
DISTRICTS 13TH GMA

On November 1, 1997, a ceremony was held at the Ply-
mouth Assembly of God church honoring Steven L. Corum for
receiving the Royal Ranger Gold Medal of Achievement. This
was a wonderful ceremony and was preceded by an excellent tur-
key banquet. The Disciples in Christ Youth Group from Plymouth
helped in serving the meal, and they also sang a special song for
the ceremony.

Since 1962, more than a million boys have been active in
this ministry, but only a select few have pursued the gold and earned
the right to wear the “Gold Medal of Achievement”. Steven is the
13" Ranger in the Northern New England District and the 3,322™

“anger nationally to have achieved this honor. Steven has gone
above the basic requirements to not only receive his GMA, but
also has received a Gold Buffalo.

Steve would like to thank everyone who attended the cer-
emony. The honor guard was made up of the White Mountain Sec-
tional Staff’s George Tusi, (Sectional Commander), Ken Hatch
(Deputy Sectional Commander), Kevin McCullough (Area Com-
mander) as well as Jerry Love (Senior Commander of Outpost 36,
Tilton, NH). Mark Blanchette (District Commander), Steve Melcher
(Training Coordinator) and Anthony Weed (District Scout) were
present to represént the District Staff. Sectional Presbyter Shane
" Ball and Rev. David Baker were also present. Commanders and
boys from Outpost 2, Outpost 7, and Outpost 36 joined Outpost 40
in honoring Steve. In addition, 2 prior Gold Medal recipients were
also able to attend. Tim Corum from Outpost 40 who is now at-
tending Zion Bible College in Barrington, RL, and Nathaniel
Medeiros from Southern New England District’s Outpost 82 (Fall
River, Mass) who attends college at Lyndon State College in Lyndon,
VT. Of special note is that Anthony Weed will be having his own
Gold Medal of Achievement ceremony in January of 1998.

Steven’s mother, Ruth Corum, presented him with the Gold
Medal of Achievement and his brother presented him with the Gold
Buffalo. Next, Mark Blanchette and Don Filena presented Steven

~with a set of Junior Commander Bars. Steve Melcher then pre-

ented him with the Gold Medal of Achievement Association jacket
with his name and number 13 on it. Anthony weed presented Steve
with a paining from National FCF President Fred Deaver. Steve
was truly blessed with the many gifts from his church as well. Steven

was also honored with letters from various dignitaries, including
President Bill Clinton, Senator Bob Smith. Governor Jeanne
Shaheen, District Superintendent Rev. Samuel DiTrolio. These let-
ters were read by the district staff. A declaration of recognition from
the state House of
Representatives
was also pre-
sented.

Here are just a few
of the items inside!

Truly
this was a very
special night in
the life of a spe-
cial young man. -
Don Filena (Don isthe
Deputy District Com-
mander for New
Hampshire as well as
Senior Commander of
Outpost 40. He too
would like to say
thanks to all who
helped make it a very
special ceremony).
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A Note From the District Commander

Greetings to all of you fellow commanders. The 1997 year has drawn to a close
and as I sit and reflect upon it I can smile and say that our God is so faithful. I remember
that God told me the year would be a very good year but a very difficult one, hence Mis-
sion Possible. There isn’t anything that was done by our strength and efforts. It was the
Lord Jesus that made all things possible. We have a lot to be thankful for, new staff
members, new outposts, boys saved and filled with the Holy Spirit, rededication of lives,
young men finishing the Gold Medal of Achievement, deliverance and many more accom-
plishments and blessings from God! We need to thank the One that made this year what it
was.

In 1998, This years theme is Hidden Treasure. The scripture’s tell us to hide
God’s Word in our hearts that we might not sin against Him. We can only do that by
spending time in the Word and bending our knees in prayer. It is the “Treasure” in our
hearts that we should share with others. The main objective of Royal Rangers is to reach,
teach and keep boys for Christ. How much reaching are we doing? How much do we
witness? Only you and God know the answer to those questions. Let’s make this year
another year with God’s anointing and blessing.

[ take my hat off and salute you men and women for spending countless hours of
working with the young boys in our district. You have no idea what impact you are having
on their lives. Itis because of your dedication and walk with our Lord that this ministry is
such a success. I look forward in meeting with you during the course of the year and if
there is anything that I can do to help please do not hesitate to call. Until then, peace be
your journey.

His bondservant,
Mark A. Blanchette
District Commander

The Pony Express is a quarterly publication of the Northern New England
District Royal Rangers, Mark Blanchette - District Commander. The Pony Express is
‘an excellent way.to promote what is happenmc in your outpost, section and ‘district.
We welcome you to submit articles, photos, etc. Please send your articles to the address
found on: the back page. Article’s’ may also be send to us via the internet at
READYPGECsover net.

While a subscription to th:s newsletter is sent free to the senior com;mander of
each chartered outpost, any offerings to help defray the cost of this pubhcat;on would
be appreciated. If you, or anyorne in your outpost would like their own copy, subscnpuons .
are available for $5.00 per year. Subscription requiests may be sent to us at the address
found on the back page. Checks should be made payable to N.N.E.D. Royal Rangers.

Choice Christian Greetings to all of my
brothers & sisters in Christ!!

Well, the weather says the bears
should be in their dens for a long winter nap,
but the Lord’s work goes on. I would like to
bring you all up to date on what has been
happening in the King’s Pine chapter.

In Oct. some of the King's Pine
brothers went down to New Jersey for the
Territorial Rendezvous. I would have to say
thatif you missed it, you really missed a great
time. What a blessing we received fromthe
fellowship and the guest speaker, Sonny
Green. The site that the rendezvous was held

on was one of the best vet. We setup inth-™

middle of some trees with a small clearing.
We were right next to our Spanish Brothers
and they provided a Hawk target for us (not
them!!!). Of the 10 brothers attending the
Rendezvous, 5 of them were going for the
first time. They all had a great time and |
know they are waiting for the next one so
we can get together with some of our broth-
ers (from different chapters).

I have to admit, the King’s Pine
chapters new brothers can compete with the
best of them. Tiny Bear entered the Hawk
throwing and took first place ($50.00). Steve
Tusi took third place in Black Powder shoot-
ing, and Flint &Steel (525.00 each). Just
think what they will do after being in for a
couple of years. Of course a couple of the
brothers “eamed” their FCF names there
also. Kevin sounds just like a dog and has
become “Crazy Dog”. (he is a little crazy, at
least around a Trading post). Jeremy found
out that brothers care about each other no
matter what chapter they are from. The FCF
is a special part of God’s children and it__
shows when they get together. A brothe

Continued on page 3 - FCF






















