District Honors

Seth Masterson of
Wentworth, NH, was
honored on Saturday
November 13, 1999 at
a banquet held at
Plymouth Assembly of
God, Plymouth, NH.
Over 100 area, church,
local, state, and district
dignitaries witnessed
the awarding to Seth of
ke Royal Ranger Gold Medal of Achievement. This is the highest
.rd given in Roval Rangers. Since 1962, over one million boys have
been active in this ministry, however, only a select few have pursued
the gold and have earned the right to wear the G.M.A. Seth is only the
18"* Ranger in the Northern New England District of Maine, New
Hampshire and Vermont and the 3,819" Ranger nationally to have
achieved this honor.

Seth became not just a “Gold Medalist”, but has gone above the basic
requirements to not only receive his Gold Medal of-Achievement but

also to receive the Gold Buffalo award. Seth has above average abilities, .
and at age 14, he is the youngest in Outpost 40 to receive the prestmou"
G.M.A. Inthe last 6 years, Seth has distinguished himself by becoming
the District Ranger of the Year for 3 years, Sectional Ranger of the Yéar

for 3 years, and Outpost Ranger of the Year for 5 years. He received the
Commanders Cup this year. He has been involved in several community
service projects which have involved the distribution of U.S.D.A. food
and helped by passing them out at the church food pantry.

The evening began with a welcome and introduction by Sr. Commander
Don Filena. Pastor Tim Katon, of the Plymouth Assembly of God
prayed, then a lasagna banquet followed. The ceremony was opened
with Outpost 40 Color Guard postmg colors. Sectional Cmdr. Jerry Love
from Tilton led in the Pledge ofAlle&%%nce Royal Ranger Pledge, and
Pledge to the Christian Flag. Pastor Katon gave a short message and
_gharge to Seth Councilman Ray Burton presented Seth an official
sgraphed copy of the state’s constitution. State Representative
~uger read a letter. Representative Bill Mosher presented a declaration
from the House of Representatives. Sec. Cmdr. Love and District Training
Coordinator Kevin McCullough read letters. Cmdr. Love read a letter
from Congressman Charles Bass. Cmdr Filena read a letter from Ken
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Two GMA

It was a historic
evening for Qutpost
43’s, Grace Fellow-
ship of Nashua as
Scott Sigmon was
awarded the Royal
Rangers’ 3786th
Gold Medal of
Achievement across
our country. He is
also the 17" GMA
recipient in the Northern New England District, and the very first from
Outpost 43.

The sanctuary was dimly lit and a crowd of family, friends and fellow
commanders proudly looked on as this outposts first ever GMA es-
corted his parents to their seats. Following behind were a color guard,
courtesy of Deputy District Commander Don Filena, and the district
staff. The ceremony opened as Pastor Paul Berube opened with a
word of prayer and pledges to our flags were said. Commander Lenny

- Pettersen, Scott’s Trailblazer Commander, gave a few openmg remarks

and humorous anecdotes while Commander Keith Poirier, Scott's Chal-
lengers Commander read Scott’s 500 word essay.

{j“{The “Charge to Scott” address was de]wcred by’Yhe Dlstrlct Train-
" ing Coordinator, Kevin
"McCullough. He focused

on chafacter and persever-

tinue his growth in all ar-. ~
eas thls life. N The F@F schedule of
N iPage?

Distric; Connnanden;Mark .
A. Blanchette, presided
over the'ceremony wherein
Scott was presented with -
a book containing con-
gratulatory remarks from -
President Clinton, Gover-
nor Shaheen, National -
Royal Ranger Commander
Richard Marriot, and oth-
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A Note
From the
D.C.

Mark A. Blanchette - District Commander

Warm holiday greetings to you, my fellow Rangers. This is the final publication
of the Pony Express for this millennium and as we close the final chapter in 1999 we can
look back and see the marvelous things that God has done. Now we move into a new
beginning, with new challenges and new opportunities to serve the Master Ranger.

In this publication we have the calendar of events for next year, an article
written by Richard Mariott that includes his vision of Royal Rangers and articles of past
events. Let me encourage you to read these articles.

Tam excited to announce that we will be hosting our Pow Wow in Winthrop
Maine at Camp Mechawanna. This years Pow Wow will be in a different setting as we
will have the opportunity to sleep in bunk houses and have our meals prepared for us.
I’'m looking at the total cost for Pow Wow to be around $35. We will be talking more
about Pow Wow at the April 8" District Wide Commanders meeting which will also be
held at the same place. You will have an opportunity to scope out the place and see
where we will be next year.

I'am currently working on putting together a CD that will contain many files that
we commonly use. For those of you that purchased the Commander’s Notebook, the CD
will contain all of that information and more. Ifthere is something that you would like to
have included on the CD please send a softcopy to me so that it can be burned into the
CD. The CD ROM will be made available to you at the district wide commanders meeting.

I would like to thank each of you for your support and prayers for my family and
I this past year. It has been a privilege to serve each of you in the capacity of district
commander. [ pray that you all have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Until then, peace be your journey.

Mark A. Blanchette
District Commander

. The‘Pony Express is a quarterly pubhcatxon of the Northem New En(ﬂand
stmct, Royal Ranoers Mark Blanchette District Commander. The Pony Express isan
excellent way to promote what is happenm0 in yeur outpost section and district. ‘We"

: 'weIcome you to submit articles, photos, etc. Please send your articles to the address
found on the back paoe Artlcles may also be send to us vxa the internet at
gbesaw@ready -page.com :

Whilea subscnptlon to this newsletter 15 sent free to the senior commander of

"each‘:chartered outpost any oftermos to help defray the cost of this publication would

be apprecxated Ifyou,or anyone in your outpost would like their own copy, subscriptions
are avaxlabie for $5 00 per year. Subscr:pnon requests may be sent to us at the address

'found on the back page Checks should be made payable toN. N ED. Royal Rangers

Choice Christian Greeting to all of my broth-
ers & sisters, 1t has been awhile since T have
sent any news out and for that I ask vour
forgiveness. There is great news to pass on
to you at this time. First of all l want to wel-
come seven new brothers into the King's
Pine Chapter of the Frontiersman Camping
Fellowship. Some have already gotten their
names and I will include them also. They are
(Young Bucks first) Brandon Kahl, Andrew
Dion, Justin “First Night” Bamncy, David
Blanchette, Jonathan “Laughing Loon™
Forsythe, Matthew Spaulding, and the Old
Timer i1s Isaac Ake. They have al] earned the

right to be a King’s Pine Brother by pass® ~
all of the testing and the hard work they ar.
Congrats to all of you. I know you were called
out and welcomed into F.C.F. at the Powv-
wow and I want to spread the good naws.

Speaking of the Pow-wow, this year the gues
speaker was Fred Deavers, the Naticral
F.C.F. President, and we were happy to have
fellowship with him. He noticed that the
King’s Pine chapter was very active an’
families were included. Breaking bread v+
brother Hawkeye was truly a close time &7
fellowship. The Lord used our brother <
bring His words so that many hearts were
opened for Him. Praise God for His mightv
work at pow-wow this year. When vou see
as many boys and men answer the Lord's
call, vou really know why He has placed vou
in this ministry. I could go on about pow-
wow but I have more news to pass on so I'll
let someone else tell you about Pow-wow, |
do want to thank all of the brothers &
sisters for the hard work making the King's
Pine village great this year. It is hard to keep
the King’s Pine village a good working vilaem
lage, but you all did a great job, welcomi:
our guest and keeping the village open. You
sure do make my job easier.
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